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s of this writing. that  those confident so did harder to quantify:
post is still 1y The hearings occasionally turned  the trust nfam—m many people in the
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Defeating it requires earning and
keeping the public's trust.

During Fauci's testimony this past
week, Rep. Kweisi Mfume, D-Md.,
brought up the Tuskegee experi-
ment, in which Black men with syph-
ilis were denied treatment so doctors
could study how the disease pro-
gressed. Ironically, he claimed that
they were deliberately injected with
syphilis — which is false, and a con-
spiracy theory, but that fact check is
irrelevant to the main question: Can
vulnerable populations trust that the
medical establishment will inform
and protect them?

During the pandemic, research
showed that many African Ameri-
cans were reluctant to get vaccines,
but it wasn't because they were all
COVID denialists. Many were con-
tinuing to take precautions such as
wearing masks and avoiding crowds.
They just didn’t trust that scientists
had leveled with the public about the
risks of vaccination.

Opportunists and “do your own re-
search” chaos agents will take advan-
tage of these lapses for a long time to
come, fueling conspiracy theories and
bad ideas of every stripe. The newest
one I've heard is that COVID is rav-
aging people’s immune systems ona
mass scake comparable to that of HIV.
On what authority can such a false-
hood now be debunked?

As the expression goes, trust is
built in drops and lost in buckets, and
this bucket is going to take a very long
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